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"We join with the Anglican and Russian Orthodox Churches [says the
letter] in asking for support for the Russian people and its Red Army,
We are convinced that if the Russians succeed in checking Hitler, this will
also be a great victory for the Western Powers.11
But the anti-Christian nature of fascism is not only understood by the
Anglican and Orthodox Churches. The Roman Catholics, who at one time
seemed to have a common language with the national-socialists of Germany, are
now definitely convinced of the absolute hostility of fascism to basic principles
of Christianity.
Cardinal Kinsley, head of the Roman Catholic Church in England, speaking
on the radio, gave the following opinion: "Hitler's New Order and the ideal of
Christian civilization are two opposite poles. The national-socialist world
denotes the subservience of all humanity to the will of a single party. This world
denotes the subjection or dying out of the enslaved peoples. It is said that
Europe to a considerable extent has ceased to be Christian. It is quite true that
some State officials and spiritual leaders try to manage without God. The
Word of Christ and Christian principles are to a considerable extent forgotten.
As a result of this, arms rumbled and bombs began to explode at the very time
when great discoveries, instead of becoming instruments of peace, became
instruments of destraction.''
Touching on the creed of national-socialism, the Cardinal declared: "There
is much data witnessing to the fact that the national-socialist system is unjust
and has nothing in common with Christianity, National-socialism is not only
a political regime: it is a substitute for religion, a masked paganism, sharply
hostile to Christian civilization. Everything points to the fact that conciliation
between national-socialism and Christianity would only be possible if national
socialism renounced its absolute pretensions, if it ceased to be totalitarian, if it
renounced its own being and ceased to be itself."
In neutral Switzerland, three sermons were published in one of the newspapers
by the Roman Catholic Bishop of Miinster. They condemn the activities of the
Gestapo. Speaking about the hatred of the fascists for the Christian religion
and the Roman Catholic Church, Bishop Halen declares: "All of the Ten
Commandments are violated by the contemporary German regime. This is
particularly applicable to the killing of the sick. We have already heard for a
few months that those who are chronically ill are forcibly removed from Berlin
hospitals. Soon after this the relatives are told that the invalids have died and
that their bodies have been cremated." Further, Bishop Halen remarked that
the practice of putting people to death who are not engaged in useful work may
possibly be extended "to all of us when we have become old and weak, and
therefore will not be able to be engaged in useful work".
In the Catholic and Protestant countries occupied by the fascists the German
military regime behaves with a complete disregard for the law. The fascists
aim at the uncontested subservience of the Christian Church to German national-
Ism by all means. On account of this the relationship of the clergy and the
Hitlerites becomes more and more strained.
In Belgium the Germans tried to make the Catholic priests order the people
to co-operate with them. But the Catholics did not favour this co-operation.
In a series of sermons the priests called the Belgians to resist. The German
Command sent two warnings to the head of the Catholic Church in Belgium,
Cardinal Van. Roey, indicating that if the Catholic priests did not change their